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hearts, unfriendly to the proposal to extend the Bill, and Pitt
expressed a hope that all the severer laws would be repealed,
Burke, the most cautious in admitting innovation, and the
most uncompromising in denying the right to toleration, had
always befriended the Catholics, and at the moment the Bill
was under discussion, his normal goodwill had warmed into
passionate sympathy from his horror of the treatment the
Catholic Church had received in France at the hands of
the Revolution. Fox's efforts to extend the Bill and to
eliminate certain very odious provisions were unavailing.
In the Lords the Bill was amended for the better by a
Bishop. Two years later a similar Bill for Scotland was
carried without opposition,
In 1792 Fox made an heroic effort to repeal certain
penal laws affecting religious opinions, and pressing in parti-
cular on the Unitarians. All the circumstances frowned on
him. The terror inspired by the French Revolution had
now penetrated the governing classes; the Unitarians were
an old sect, but they had suddenly become important by
large accessions from the Presbyterians; their leaders were
known ,as strong political reformers, exuberantly sanguine
about French experiments; and the revival of religious
enthusiasm that had followed the work of Wesley and
Whitefield had not made it easier for men who denied
the Trinity to win the indulgence of that grave school
which mingled with its devoted philanthropy the morose
theology of exclusive salvation and all its grim machinery
of savage and eternal punishment. Fox's effort was
resisted by Pitt and by Burke, and seconded by North,
who rigidly excluded Dissenters from civil office but con-
demned as mere persecution the law which made it penal to
reject the doctrine of the Trinity. Pitt laid stress mainly on
the danger of innovation in critical times'. The laws were
not likely to be turned to practical oppression, and it was
a rash experiment to give any countenance to a sect that
was notoriously unfriendly to Church and King. But the
sternest and most Intractable opponent was Burke. The